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3. The present form in which we find the Jatakas, is nothing but a book of
commentary, a literary manipulation, which may have growth out of the works of
a considerable number of scholars in the 5th A.D. or even at a later period. This
had become possible for the reason that the Buddha himself knowing the faculties
and adaptibilities of his numerous hearers would have narrated many amusing
interesting stories....... This has been corroborated in the Saddharmapundarika for
the first time. In the same book it is stated that the Buddha teaches both by Sutras
and stanzas and legends and Jatakas. (A Study on Jatakas and Avadanas, p. 15)
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