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WilliamWordsworth (7 April1770 –23 April1850) was a major

EnglishRomanticpoet who, with Samuel TaylorColeridge.helped to

launch theRomanticAge inEnglishliteraturewiththeirjointpublication

LyricalBallads(1798).Wordsworth's magnum opusisgenerallyconsid

ered to be The Prelude,a semi-autobiographicalpoem ofhiscarlyyears

that he revisedand expanded a number of times.Itwas posthumously

titledand published.beforewhich itwas generallyknown as "thepoem

to Coleridge".Wordsworth was Britain'spoet laureatefrom 1843 until

hisdeath from pleurisyon 23 Aprill850. The second of fivechildren

born toJohn Wordsworth and Ann Cookson,WilliamWordsworth was

bornon 7 April1770 inWordsworth House inCockermouth,Cumberland,

part of the scenic regionin northwesternEngland
known as the Lake

District.Hissister.the poetanddiaristDorothy
Wordsworth,towhom he

was closeallhis life.was born the followingyear,and the two were

baptisedtogether.They had threeothersiblings:Richard,the
eldest,who

became a lawyer:John, born afterDorothy,who
went tosea and died in

1805 when the shipof which he was captain,the Earl of Abergavenny,

was wreckedoffthesouthcoastofEngland;
and Christopher,the young

est,who enteredthe Church androsetobe Masterof TrinityCollege,

Hisnotableworks are lyricalballads,poems, in two volumes,The

Excursion.The prelude,iwundered us a cloud,literarymovement- Ro

manticism
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IvorArmstrong Richards(26 February1893-7September 1979).
known asI.A.Richards,was an Englisheducator,literarycritic,and rheto
ricianwhose work contributedtothefoundationsoftheNew Criticism,a
formalistmovement inliterarytheory,which emphasizedthecloseread
ingofa literarytext,especiallypoetry,inan efforttodiscoverhow a work

of literaturefunctionsas a self-contained,self-referentialaestheticob
ject.

Richards'intellectualcontributionstotheestablishmentofthelit
erarymethodology oftheNew Criticismarepresentedinthe booksThe

MeaningofMeaning:A StudyoftheInfluenceofLanguageupon Thought
and ofthe ScienceofSymbolism (1923),by C.K.Ogden and I.A.

Richards.PrinciplesofLiteraryCriticism(1926),PracticalCriticism

(1929),andThe Philosophyof Rhetoric(1936).
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