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The New f.ducation_}l’ollcy 2020, which will certainly be a landmark in the history
of education in India, has been approved by the government after wide -ranging
consultations. The policy is comprehensive, holistic, far- sighted and will cenainh}
play a great role in the nation’s future growth of the nation. The National Education
Policy, 2020 is meant to provide an overarching vision and comprehensive framework
for both school and higher education across the country. It is only a policy, not law;
implementation of its proposals depends on further regulations by both States and
the Centre as education is a concurrent subject. NEP 2020's 5+3+3+4 school system
forms a strong base India faces big problems when it comes to shifting students from
anganwadis and playschools to formal schooling. A strong base in the foundational
level is crucial for children to be able to keep learning as they grow older. The new
Initiative recognizes the importance of development as it includes the ages of 3 to 6
in formal education. Those are the very crucial ages for children to develop “The new
initiative recognizes the importance of development as it includes the agesof 3to 6 in
formal education. Those are the very crucial ages for children to devel(?p in without
the necessary language and numerical skills, students will lack the basic needs m. be
able to teach themselves. Self-learning can get largely affected if the base of learning
is shaky.“Pedagogues and practitioners alike have agreed on the importance of Early

Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) in shaping a child’s future. So, including pre-

primary within the ambit of NEP is probably the biggest win of the NEP" says Kusum

: ight as a single
ident, Sampark Foundation. Looking at age three to ¢
g gl " ling a strong foundational literacy and

- m with a clear focus on bullk .
:2‘;:::;:::;‘ :t the :nd of that will simplify and mainstream ghildren': ﬁ?“;“’r“‘
and development. Since the new schooling system bﬂr‘\g\ in m_ulm isupll» a“ yr
education and selecting subjects in the middle stage itself, it calls tor be}tcr ta:mj
counselling facilities 1o help kids make the correct choices. The cholo.c :t p;e(: T
subjects as early asin middle school may probably push the onus of making

226
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The Mew Education Policy - 2020: Brdging The Divide Between Ancient And Nodem

decision on the family or the teacher, many of them not equipped to do so. This
Is an area where specialised counselling and'support for children will become quite
important. Skill-based learning in school emphasts on critical thinking, creativity,
and stronger conceptual understanding will encourage students 0 become self-
motivated learners. This is much needed for students to acquire skills that wil
prepare them for the unseen jobs of tomorrow. The NEP is based on the principle
that education must develop not only cognitive skills - both ‘foundational skills” of
literacy and numeracy and ‘higher-&rdcr’ cognitive skills such as critical thinking
and problem solving but also social and emotional skills - also referred to as ‘soft
skills’ - including cultural awareness and empathy, perseverance and grit, teamwork,

leadership, communication, among others.
This is the first policy that seeks to unshackle students from the tyranny of
administrative constraints with multiple-choice, multidisciplinary Jearning, and
multiple chances. The policy places a welcome emphasis on 3 holistic, learner
centred, flexible system that seeks to transform India into a vibrant knowledge
society. It rightfully balances the rootedness and pride in India as well as acceptance

of the best ideas and practices in the world of learning from across the globe.
he relationship between two

New Education Policy 2020 also draws attention to t
different traditions—one ancient and the other modern. First the anclent, an
examination of the lists of languages mentioned in the NEP reveals the special
place accorded to Sanskrit. To cite one instance: “Due to its vast and significant
contributions and literature across genres and subjects, its cultural significance,
and its sclentific nature... Sanskrit will be mainstreamed with strong offerings in
school—including as one of the language options in the three-language formula—
as well as in higher education.... Sanskrit teachers in large numbers will be
professionalized across the country in mission mode through the offering of a 4-year
integrated multidisciplinary B.Ed. dual degrees in education and Sanskrit.”[NEI’ 22.
15] There is also a recurrent claim about the 64 arts mentioned in Sanskrit literary
traditions as somehow providing the roots of a liberal education [for example, NEP
11.1]: “... among these 64 ‘arts’ not only subjects, such as singing and painting,
but also ‘scientific’ fields, such as chemistry and mathematics, ‘vocational’ fizlds
such as carpentry and clothes-making, ‘professional’ fields, such as medicine

and engineering, as well as ‘soft skills’ such as communication, discussion, and
that all branches of creative human endeavour, including

debate.” The very idea

mathematics, sclence, vocational subjects, professional subjects, and soft skills,
should be considered “arts” hasdistinctly Indian origins. This notion of “knowledge
of many arts” or what in modern times is often called the “liberal arts” (that is, a
liberal notion of the arts) must be brought back to [ndian education, as it is exactly

the kind of education that will be required for the 21st century.

L 4
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21st Century Competencies apg
skills for Prospective Teachers

Dr. Tamanna Kausha]

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Education
S.L.B.S.R.S. Vidyapeeth, New Delhi.

'If our teacher is not a few steps ahead
of time, the society will not be ahead,’

Shri Narendra Modi, Hon. Prime Minister of India

Introduction
Since the emergence of a global movement that calls fora

new model of learning for the twenty first century. it has been
argued that formal education must be transformed to enable new
forms of learning that are needed to tackle complex global
challenges. To develop the higher-order skills they now need,
individuals must engage in meaningful enquiry-based learning that
has genuine value and relevance for them personally and their
“ommunities. Real-world experiences merged with sustained
“ligagement and collaboration offer opportunities for learners to
“istructand organize knowledge; engage in detailed research,
“duiry, writing and analysis; and communicate effectively to
“Udiences (Barron and Darling-Hammond, 2008)

. ‘:;dlt-,i ’i);f)‘itllve te'achers leu.m in 3 variety ().t' ways, \Ott::
hel fhf;”_, ;'L f-dehcrs cdggutgr IS to dlSLj(WCI' which lPPrl ““f t );_
Decomeg f arn most effectively. Until a teachers e llt ~" ¢

“niliar with a learner’s individual strengths and needs, i

1Y ¢ }“'y
QY : ‘ , _ Wi
HOknow which learning methods and pedagogy will
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schoonhoven, 2012: e
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adbeater, 2008: 1,

Leadbeater (2008) argues th

of education
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camovalinn 2 0()()\,;m

al the
al systems world wide

dependg on
pedagogy and redesigning learning tasks. p
autonomy and creativity is part of the g
be used to support efforts to transform
Lo recognize that twenty-first century
mcorpomtt? more than Just tfeclmology. . CMphasize,
that learning strategies inter-generationa] Partnershipg and
community relationships, Leaming may take Place outside of schoo]
in libraries, museums, community centers, loca] businesses o near
by farms, among others. Broad thinking around twenty-first century
teacher education acknowledges the need for new 'formg and
functions' of learning to be added to worldwide education goals
to boost the quality of learning, However, despite the prevalence
of arguments for transformin g pedagogy to better support the
acquisition of twenty-first century skills, the question of how begt

to purposefully and explicitly teach these skills is largely
overlooked.
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olution, Technologic\ Can
pedagogy, but

. l‘
leaming experi al

ences myg
Leadbeater also

Solutions being developed locally by teachers and
practitioners, not by specialists far from the classroom

Twenty-first century instruction is ba§c?s on threfi
pedagogical principles- personalization, participation ‘";k
productivity (Mc Loughlin and Lee, 2008a). This framf:W(; |
allows leaming through authentic real-world contexts, Cﬂtfhfymfri "
projects from beginning to end, and solving prpblems a fwyorking
all of which constitute powerful leaming strategies. Forming
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